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This photo of the 1949 Ledra Palace Hotel and pool on the island 
of Cyprus tells a fascinating story about the intersection of 
tourism, politics, and pests: These are all forces coexisting on the 
physical landscape a:nd shedding light on who is "we" in the 
question "how will we live together?" 

One story told by this image is that of a once glamorous hotel 
built during the twilight of British colonialism. After the island 
became independent, the Ledra Palace Hotel and its aesthetics of 
leisure and luxury set the standards for vigorous national plans 
to forcefully insert Cyprus on the map of Mediterranean tourism 
hubs during the 1960s.1

This photo also tells a story about the current afterlife of the 
building as the headquarters of the United Nations peacekeeping 
mission in Cyprus. Located w'ithin the "buffer zone" that divides 
the island, the otherwise abandoned Ledra Palace is a venue for 
international diplomacy and for Greek and Turkish Cypriot peace 
negotiations. This decaying building is also home to UN soldiers 
and their families, and the remnants of children's birthday parties 
by the pool (red balloons on the right) nearby uniformed soldiers 
(center) and deserted buildings in the buffer zone right behind 
(back left in the photo) show the overlaps of everyday social 
practices with militaristic realities. 

There is a third story told by the beheaded palm trees: a story 
about a tiny, rapidly multiplying, and incredibly resistant beetle 
called the "red palm weevil," whose arrival in Cyprus less than 
a decade ago was underestimated by authorities until it infected 
most of the island's palm trees-a quintessential emblem of 
beachfronts and other landscapes of leisure around Cyprus, which 
are now threatened with extinction. 

The dying palm trees and uncontrollable pests may appear to 
create a new material aesthetics between architecture and nature, 
but they also demonstrate how ecological accidents unexpectedly 
intersect viith diligent socioeconomic planning. Meanwhile, the 
rather unnatu:ral prospect of a complete·elimination of a tree 
species by the beetle challenges the divisions of the natural and 
unnatural, the human and non-human, to ultimately shed light on 
new forms of subjectivity. The beetles, as an aspect of denigrated 
"nature," or a form of "subnature," give us clues of how we can 
rethink who "we" are. 2 
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If the Ledra Palace once encapsulated development dreams 
and modern glamour, it is now a locus of geopolitical managerial­
ism and the physical hub of UN's insistent efforts to manage 
"better futures." The fact that the beetles and palms are creating 

Panayiota Pyla is an a very different landscape within the quasi-
architectural historian and desolate hotel is not merely ironic; it 

theorist, with a PhD from the underlines how any new attempt to imagine 
Massachusetts Institute of "how we can live together" must come to 
Technology. She is currently terms with the conditions we (as well as 

teaching at the University of others whom we have neglected) have 
Cyprus, having previously created so far. 
served on the faculty of the 
University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. Her 
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Ledra Palace Hotel, Cyprus. 
The pool area surrounded by 
infested palm trees; a current 
user (UN soldier) appears in 
the center back. 
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